MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WHETSTONE PARISH COUNCIL
Held at the Council Offices, Cemetery Road, Whetstone
17th April 2014
Present: Mr. A.Greenwood – Chairman
Mr. M.R.Bounds
Mr. L.M.Phillimore
Mrs. P.Kenney
Mr. P.Cox
LCC Cllr. Mr. D.Jennings
Mrs. S.Coe – Deputy Clerk

Mrs. A.M.Tyler
Mr. M.E.Jackson
Mr. J.Riley
Ms. S.Tomlinson
Mr. R.Simmons
Mr. L.Breckon (Clerk)

3 Parishioners.
1.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received from: Mr. M.C.Burley – holiday, Mr. D.Smith – holiday, Mr. S.Webb –
other meeting and LCC Cllr. Mr.K.Coles – other meeting.
RESOLVED: To accept apologies received.

2.

CHAIRS REPORT AND REMARKS
The Chairman welcomed the parishioners to the meeting.

3.

DISCLOSURES OF MEMBERS INTERESTS
Mr. A. Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest as a Board member of the Blaby and
Whetstone Youth Club.

4.

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS OF COUNCIL DATED 20th MARCH 2014
RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting dated 20th March 2014 were confirmed and
signed by the Chairman.

5.

TO RECEIVE MINUTES
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 20th March
2014 be received. That the verbal report be received.

6.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
a) Public Speaking Protocol - No requests had been received by the protocol deadline.
b) The meeting was suspended to allow members of the public to make representation
about any item not on the agenda ( old parishioners time).
i) Parishioners were in attendance from Medhurst Close. They were currently
experiencing HGV vehicles thinking the Close was a through road, due to Sat Nav
issues. This was a problem in such a short and confined Close. The Clerk was asked to
enquire regarding signage for “no through road” at the end of Medhurst Close. It was
suggested that Charles Way should have this signage as all roads off Charles Way were
cul de sacs. The Chairman made the parishioners aware of the Blaby Highways Forum
meeting where residents could pass on such issues to Highways Officers as it was a
County Council matter.
ii) Questions were raised about the future of the old Co-op building on the High Street,
recently sold at auction and the Wheatsheaf Public House. The Wheatsheaf was the
subject of a potential new planning application to build three terraced properties on the
site with no retail properties as part of it, as with the previous planning application. The
Electroform site owners had been issued with an untidy land enforcement notice which
meant they had to tidy the site up within a certain time frame, or enforcement action
could be taken. This could include BDC tidying the site and then taking action for costs.
Other sites that could benefit from such action were given as the old Station House on
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Station Street, the old Co-op building on High Street and the Wheatsheaf.
iii) A report of dogs becoming poorly from the weed killers used on the public street
furniture was mentioned. The areas were LCC owned areas. Public open spaces
maintained by the Parish Council had safe and approved pet friendly weed killers
applied.
7.

TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
LCC Cllr. Mr.D.Jennings reported the following: The Bus Company had attended
Countesthorpe Parish Council and presented a change to the timetables on certain
routes. These would be notified in the new timetables which were provided to the Parish
Councils.
Landfill taxes had been increased and this may have a knock on effect to charges levied
by District Councils.
The Library service changes were overviewed which affected the local libraries at Blaby,
Cosby and Countesthorpe.
RESOLVED: That the verbal report given be received.

8.

REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Mrs. A.M.Tyler and the Deputy Clerk had attended the Police Neighbourhood information
evening at Force Head Quarters. A written report would follow. Ms. S.Tomlinson had
attended a meeting at the Blaby and Whetstone Youth Club. They were planning to
celebrate their 50th Anniversary.
RESOLVED: That the verbal reports given be received.

9.

PLANNING MATTERS
The Clerk showed members a pre-application consultation for a retail scheme off
Cambridge Road / Warwick Road. It was not a planning application at this time.
Concerns were raised regarding the effect of such a development on existing retail
facilities in the area. The Chairman invited the owner of the Londis Store who was in
attendance as a Parishioner to address the meeting. He stated he was not against the
principle of developing the site. He had concerns regarding a second entrance / exit off
the Cambridge Road and in such close proximity to the planned entrance onto the
approved access for the 134 dwelling application approved in outline form on the old
GEC site.
The effect on his business would be massive. He had owned the store for 20 years. He
was currently a branded Londis shop. Discussions were held as to how the relationship
could be advanced to a positive one. It was suggested that the Clerk pass the feedback
to Revelan and see if dialogue could be facilitated.
Members were not adverse to new commercial development. With the Babcock operation
moving to New Parks, there was a need to encourage businesses into the Village and the
area. The Council’s Policy Development & Planning Policy - D3 states “ to support and
encourage the development of small businesses in the village”.
RESOLVED: That the above be shared with Revelan and that the Clerk keeps Londis
informed of the progress, especially if a planning application is submitted.
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10. FINANCE
a) RECEIVE ACCOUNTS AND CONFIRM BALANCE SHEET
RESOLVED: That the accounts paid up to the end of March 2014 are confirmed. The
bank reconciliation statement dated 31st March 2014 be signed by the Chairman on
behalf of Council.
b) FOR INFORMATION - NOTIFICATION OF THE EXTERNAL AUDIT DATE FOR
YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2014 AS 30TH JUNE 2014.
The Clerk gave the date to members for information.
11. CLERKS REPORT
General report and Ground Staff Work Schedule
The ground staff work schedule and meetings schedule had been distributed.
The Clerk reported the following: The Cricket Club had painted the container. The work to
paint the pavilion was still planned.
The S106 bid for footpaths on Warwick Road Sports Ground were progressing. The
Zurich Insurance payment for the water ingress damage had been received. The Clerk
showed photographs of the Bund work ongoing at the Shellduck POS. This was being
completed ready to be handed over to the Parish Council for a closed Nature Reserve.
The Clerk had corresponded with Davidson’s regarding the lack of post consultation
regarding their Dog and Gun Lane development. The Clerk read an email which updated
Members on several aspects of the works undertaken to date. This was warmly received.
A sum had been agreed to allow the drainage to be connected across Parish Land. This
was welcomed by members. Davidson’s would attend June’s Full Council meeting to
update Members again.
A date had been set for the next Staff Working Party meeting.
12. CORRESPONDENCE
To receive correspondence report: RESOLVED: The list be received and noted. All
correspondence had been copied to members.
a) BDC – Naming of new roads – Cambridge Road - RESOLVED: That the names off
the War Memorial be used as had been the case previously in the village. Also that a link
to Sir Frank Whittle could be made. These would be passed to BDC for their
consideration.
b) RCC – Membership letter 2014/15 - noted.
c) RCC – Request to complete consultation re LCC funding cuts – noted. The
consultation was a web based consultation.
d) LRALC – Membership letter 2014/15 – noted.
e) BDC – Approval notice for DWH Development – Land East of Springwell Lane – for
information. A discussion took place regarding the way the approval notice had been
completed by the delegated powers given to BDC from the Inspectors Outline
Permission.
An update was given as to the Parliamentary Ombudsman complaints made by
members. There was disparity in the replies received. One was still being pursued. It was
discussed and felt that the only answer open to an individual was a Judicial Review
against the Judgement made. Costs were prohibitive for an individual.
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RESOLVED: The letters be received and actions noted.
13. TO CONSIDER APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES TO OTHER
MEETINGS, ORGANISATIONS OR EVENTS
None.
With there being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25 p.m.
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